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him forget his daily cares.

The family had hard work, but hope was still
bright in their hearts, and Ganga Ram grew up in
this mixed atmosphere of great spiritual content-
ment and continual harassment from homely wor-
ries. Birthday followed birthday, and at the age of
four, the little boy was deemed old enough to go to
& private school near Darbar Sahib where Persian,
Arithmetic, and Calligraphy were taught

Before long the new pupil revealed himself to
be a precocious child, and his teachers were amazed
at his quickness with figures. His father too took a
personal interest in his calligraphy, and tutored him,
with great care and affection, in the art which gave
him his living.

Ganga Ram showed great interest in his
studies, and worked far more intensely than a
normal child of his years. In his attitude towards his
work, he showed unmistakably that the care-worn
atmosphere of the home and the shifting fortunes
of his parents had left a deep imprint on his young
mind. With his mother's milk, he had drunk in
anxiety in full measure, and this was now acting as
a powerful factor in shaping his character as a
growing child.

* I used to neglect my studies, but my friend
picked up Persian calligraphy in no tune " writes one
who was at school with him at the age of four.

Soon afterwards, the young scholar was sent to
another school at Katra Ahluwaliaa, when*